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the 1911-21 decade, population growth dropped to 22 p.c. Military losses in the First 
World War and losses during the infiuenza epidemic, which together amounted to about 
120,000, were factors in this decline. Although the flow of immigrants was reduced during 
the war years, it had been very heavy immediately preceding the War, so that the total 
number for the period (1,612,000) was very close to that for the previous censal period. 
At the same time, emigration was again extremely high and the increase in population 
amounted to 1,581,306, being an average of 2 p.c. a year compared with 3 p.c. in the 1901-
11 period. 

In the decade 1921-31, the rate of increase dropped to 18 p.c. Immigration fell to 
1,200,000 and emigration was estimated at 1,000,000. Thus the increase in population, 
which amounted to 1,588,837, was only 229,000 greater than the natural increase. A 
feature of this period was the rapid growth of population in Western Canada, partly the 
result of immigration and partly the result of an influx of people from Eastern Canada. 
During 1931-41, the population increase was just under 11 p.c. During the depressed 
conditions of the 1930s, marriage and birth rates were significantly lower and only 150,000 
immigrants came to Canada, although, in addition, 75,000 Canadians returned froija the 
United States. Emigration was also much lower than in the previous dec^es, amounting 
to an estimated 250,000. Natural increase was only 1,220,000, the crude birth rate falling 
from 27 per thousand of the population in the 1921-25 period to 24 per thousand in the 
succeeding five-year period and to 20 per thousand during much of the 1931-41 decade. 
During 1941-51, population growth was restored to pre-depression levels. Excluding 
Newfoundland which became part of Canada in 1949, it amounted to 19 p .c ; including 
Newfoundland it was 22 p.c. Much of the increase took place in the second half of the 
decade, reflecting heavy postwar immigration and sharp increases in the marriage and 
birth rates. 

In the 1951-61 period, the population growth rate at 30 p.c. came close to approaching 
the extremely high rate of the first decade of the century. However, the two periods 
contrast in many ways. In the early period there was a wider dispersal of population 
increases as whole regions across the Continent were opened up; in the recent period there 
was a concentration of growth in urban communities although some spreading of popula­
tion into newly developed northern areas took place. Natural increase accounted for 
about 75 p.c. of the growth. Although there was some decline in the death rate, the trend 
of natural increase reflected very closely that of the crude birth rate which began to rise 
during the War and remained high throughout the period. Net immigration accounted 
for the remainder of the increase; during the decade, 1,542,853 immigrants entered the 
country, more than double the estimated emigration. All provinces gained in population 
during 1951-61 but their rates of increase varied widely. The greatest increases resulted 
from a combination of natural increase and net migration which in the two large provinces 
of Central Canada and the two most westerly provinces accounted for over 87 p.c. of the 
total actual increase. In contrast, increases in the other six provinces were entirely 
accounted for by natural increase. 

In the 1961-66 period, the growth rate dropped to 9.7 p.c, reflecting lower birth 
rates and immigration in this interval relative to the high levels of these components in 
the 1950s. Natural increase accounted for 1,520,000 or 85 p.c. of the 1,800,000 five-year 
gain—a drop from the 1,675,000 attributable to this factor in the 1956-61 period. Also, 
the 1961-66 net immigration gain of approximately 250,000 was only haU of that recorded 
in the previous five-year period. Most of the 1961-66 population increase occurred in the 
larger urban agglomerations of Central Canada with the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario 
together accounting for 70 p.c. of the 1,800,000 national numerical gain. British Columbia 
and Alberta were responsible for 21 p.c between them, the residual 9 p.c. occurring in 
the remaining six provinces and territoriea. 


